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INTRODUCTION 

In  the  1973  Bird  Report  we  are  printing  the  results  of  the  census  of  17 
species  undertaken  as  part  of  the  Lincolnshire  Breeding  Bird  Survey  1968-72. 
The  paper  sets  out  the  results  for  those  years  and  briefly  compares  Lincolnshire 
with  other  areas  and  previous  county  censuses. 

Also  in  this  Report  are  the  Lincolnshire  results  of  the  1973  B.T.O.  National 
census  of  Blackheaded  Gull,  Common  Tern,  Ringed  Plover  and  Little  Ringed 
Plover. 

The  L.N.U.  is  always  willing  to  consider  publication  of  short  authoritative 
papers  on  any  aspect  of  Lincolnshire  ornithology.  Authors  should  contact  the 
Ornithology  Section  Secretary  who  will  be  pleased  to  discuss  the  length  and 
lay-out  of  such  papers. 

The  General  Bird  Report  contains  a  short  introduction  setting  out  the 
requirements  of  the  Ornithology  Committee  for  reports  of  rare  and  scarce 
birds.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  information  is  needed  for  unusual  numbers 
or  out-of-season  reports  of  common  species.  The  introduction  also  gives  the 
date  of  last  occurrence  of  the  rarities  and  scarce  migrants  not  recorded  in  1973. 
Noteworthy  records  of  1973  include  Little  Egret,  Night  Heron  (the  first  since 
1888)  and  the  fourth  Lincolnshire  Lesser  Yellowlegs.  Also  the  fifth  White 
Rumped  Sandpiper  and  only  the  second  Collared  Pratincole  —  the  last  record 
being  for  1827.  There  were  approximately  50  sightings  of  Little  Gull  in  spring 
and  autumn,  but  the  late  spring  was  perhaps  most  notable  for  the  numbers  of 
Hoopoes  seen  in  the  county  and  the  two  Bee  eaters  at  Gibraltar  Point.  The 
autumn  migration  period  was  rather  disappointing,  but  did  include  such  rarities 
as  Rose-coloured  Starling  and  Serin. 

The  Bird  Report  is  concluded  with  a  list  of  extreme  dates  of  common 
migrants  —  a  list  which  would  show  a  greater  variation  if  all  late  and  early 
sightings  of  common  species  were  sent  in  to  the  County  Recorder  or  any 
Committee  member. 

P.  J.  Wilson. 


CENSUS  OF  BREEDING  BLACK-HEADED  GULLS,  COMMON 
TERNS,  RINGED  PLOVERS  AND  LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVERS 

IN  1973 

As  part  of  a  national  survey  organised  by  the  B.T.O.  the  above  species 
were  censused  in  the  county  in  1973  with  the  object  of  accurately  assessing  their 
breeding  populations.  Very  good  coverage  was  obtained  and  data  from  previous 
counts  was  available  for  comparison  in  most  cases.  The  results  have  been 
shown  in  tabular  form  as  well  as  on  distribution  maps. 

Black-headed  Gull 

The  total  of  6,100  pairs  compares  with  less  than  2,000  in  1958  and  about 
6,000  in  1938.  The  vast  majority  are  now  concentrated  at  Frampton/Kirton 
Marsh  where  they  seem  to  be  increasing  rapidly.  In  1938  most  were  inland  at 
Scawby  and  Laughton  and  in  1958  they  were  about  equally  divided  between 
coastal  and  inland  sites. 

Common  Tern 

The  total  of  120  pairs  is  about  average  for  recent  years  though  the  inland 
numbers  may  have  increased  slightly.  The  latter  vary  considerably  each  year 
due  to  rapidly  changing  conditions  at  gravel  pits,  their  main  inland  site.  It 
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BREEDING  PAIRS 


Inland 

North  Scunthorpe 
SE  900140 

Ashbyville,  Scunthorpe 
SE  918087 

Messingham  Sand  Quarry 
SE  911039 
Brigg  Sugar  Factory 
SE  992063 
Greenhowe  Ponds 
SK  861999 
SK  860994 
North  Scarle  G.P. 

SK  850685 
Whisby  G.P. 

SK  915672 

Apex  G.P.,  N.  Hykeham 
SK  926664 
Hartsholme  G.P. 

SK  945685 

Innes  G.P.,  N.  Hykeham 
SK  945675 
Covenham  Reservoir 
TF  350967 

Bardney  Sugar  Factory 
TF  115682 
Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P. 

TF  230610 
Kirkby  Moor  G.P. 

TF  228630 
Tattershall  G.P. 

TF  205570 

Spalding  Sugar  Factory 
TF  258245 

Baston  Common  G.P. 

TF  135145 
Langtoft  G.P. 

TF  115110 
West  Deeping  G.P. 

TF  100095 
Wisbech  S.F. 

TF  475175 

Coastal 

Cleethorpes/Mablethorpe 
TA  340050/TF  507855 
Mablethorpe/Skegness 

TF  507855/TF  575634 
Skegness/Gibraltar  Point 
TF  575634/TF  560570 
Gibraltar  Point/R.  Witham 
TF  560570/TF  395392 
Frampton  and  Kirton  Marshes 
TF  375390/TF  346345 
R.  Welland/Norfolk  Border 
TF  360347/TF  526253 
Inland  Totals 
Coastal  Totals 
Grand  Totals 


Little  Ringed  Ringed  Plover  Black-headed  Common  Tern 
Plover  Gull 


3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

230 

1 

150 

13 

1 

70 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

130 

2 

3 

3 

8 

13 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

2 

60 

50 

12 

5 

3 

30 

21 

140 

10 

21 

5,300 

60 

16 

30 

11 

648 

45 

141 

5,452 

75 

30 

152 

6,100 

120 

The  organisers  are  grateful  for  the  help  given  in  the  surveys  by  the  following:  KA,  WAC,  BC, 
JC,  BAL,  SL,  PH,  KH,  JH,  AH,  JR,  EJR,  GMR,  BR,  GPS,  ADT,  JT,  LK,  KP,  WMP,  AGP. 
RP,  GKB,  AB,  VB,  PB,  MG,  MF,  RBW,  PNW,  PJW. 
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BREEDING  PAIRS  OF  BLACK- HEADED  GULLS  &  COMMON  TERNS  ,  1973 


Results  of  Bird  Counts ,  1968-71 
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seems  strange  that  the  coastal  numbers  are  very  small  considering  the  large 
areas  of  suitable  habitat  on  the  Wash.  However  the  5  pairs  at  North  Coates 
may  be  the  beginning  of  a  new  colony. 

Ringed  Plover 

Of  the  152  pairs  counted  11  of  these  were  inland  at  6  sites  and  thus  show 
signs  of  a  recent  spread  as  normally  only  about  2  —  3  regular  sites  are  reported. 
The  coastal  pairs  are  concentrated  mainly  on  the  North  East  coast  and  at 
Gibraltar  Point.  The  stretch  between  Mablethorpe  and  Skegness  only  pro¬ 
duced  3  pairs,  no  doubt  due  to  the  high  density  of  holidaymakers  and  caravans 
on  otherwise  suitable  breeding  areas.  The  Wash  numbers  are  fairly  evenly 
distributed  with  58  pairs  and  these  show  signs  of  a  recent  increase  as  only  about 
20  pairs  were  estimated  in  1969. 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

The  total  of  30  pairs  at  15  sites  shows  the  species  now  has  a  healthy  popula¬ 
tion  in  the  county.  One  of  the  main  areas  North  of  Scunthorpe  was  not  surveyed 
fully  so  that  a  more  realistic  estimate  of  the  number  of  pairs  would  be  about  35, 
since  this  area  has  held  8 —  10  pairs  in  recent  years.  In  1970  about  40  pairs 
were  estimated  for  the  county. 

R.  B.  Wilkinson  and  K.  Atkin. 


RESULTS  OF  BIRD  COUNTS,  1968-71 

The  series  of  bird  counts,  1968  —  1971  was  run  in  conjunction  with  the 
Lincolnshire  Breeding  Bird  Survey  and  the  BTO  Atlas  project  and,  like  them, 
it  was  based  on  the  10  km  squares  of  the  National  Grid.  In  each  year  observers 
were  asked  to  count  and  record  total  numbers,  either  of  adults  or  pairs,  for 
each  of  certain  species  within  their  square.  Nine  species  were  counted  in  all 
of  the  four  years,  and  a  further  nine  species  in  one  or  more  years.  The  results  of 
these  counts  are  given  in  the  table. 

Observer  coverage 

The  County  comprises  some  ninety  10  km  squares,  52  of  these  being  complete 
(“whole”)  and  38  having  from  one  to  24  tetrads  within  the  (old)  county 
boundaries  —  “part”  squares.  For  the  purpose  of  calculating  an  approximate 
percentage  cover  each  year,  the  part  squares  have  all  been  counted  as  halves, 
and  a  square  is  regarded  as  “covered”  if  a  total  count  has  been  recorded  for  at 
least  one  of  the  relevant  species  in  that  year.  Not  all  observers  recorded  the 
requested  “nils”  for  species  they  did  not  find,  so  that  a  blank  may  mean  either 
“not  present”  or  “not  counted”  and  therefore  this  census  almost  certainly 
underestimates  some  species.  However,  it  does  afford  a  basis  for  comparison 
from  year  to  year. 

Over  the  four  years  only  four  part  squares  were  never  covered,  and  all  whole 
squares  were  counted  at  least  once  —  most  of  them  three  or  four  times. 

Notes  on  individual  species 

1.  Water  birds.  All  of  these  —  the  first  five  species  in  the  table  —  show  a 
similar  pattern,  a  drop  in  numbers  in  1969,  followed  by  a  return  to  the  original 
totals.  This  is  a  real  phenomenon,  not  due  simply  to  a  difference  in  observer 
cover,  since  all  the  major  squares  for  water  birds  were  counted  in  all  four  years, 
and  all  show  the  same  picture.  (For  interest,  the  1965  BTO  Great  Crested 
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Results  of  Bird  Counts,  1968-71 


Grebe  census  gave  the  Lincolnshire  total  as  104 —  110  adults.)  Since  total 
adults,  rather  than  breeding  pairs,  were  counted,  the  reason  is  not  known. 
Some  of  the  possible  explanations  are:  a  poor  breeding  season  in  1968;  a  bad 
winter  of  1968/69  (though  the  weather  was  not  unusually  severe);  or,  though 
less  likely,  an  exceptionally  dry  summer  in  1969.  Factors  such  as  pesticides 
cannot  be  ruled  out,  but  whatever  the  reason,  the  effect  was  county-wide. 

Pochard  alone  show  a  further  drop  in  1971,  and  again  this  shows  a  true 
decline,  which  was  mirrored  in  the  drop  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs  in 
the  county.  Pochard  breeding  sites  like  Burton  gravel  pits  and  Bardney  ponds, 
which  were  consistently  watched,  all  showed  a  decline  in  the  number  of  breed¬ 
ing  pairs,  and  this  has  continued  since. 

2.  Ringed  Plover.  The  highest  total  for  this  species,  in  1970,  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  this  was  the  only  year  in  which  all  the  east  coast  squares  were  counted. 
However  TF  33,  in  the  Wash,  which  had  32  adult  birds  in  the  previous  year 
was  not  counted  in  1970,  so  even  the  figure  of  190  is  an  underestimate,  and 
the  total  for  the  county  that  year  was  probably  in  the  region  of  220. 

3.  Little  Ringed  Plover.  Again  the  truest  figure  is  the  count  for  1970, 
since  in  that  year  a  particular  effort  was  made  to  search  for  them  in  the  Scun¬ 
thorpe  area.  Again,  however,  this  probably  underestimates  the  true  total  for 
the  county. 

4.  Redshank  and  Black-headed  Gull.  The  figures  given  in  the  table  are 
for  inland  birds  and  coastal  birds  excluding  the  Wash,  since  this  important 
area  was  adequately  covered  in  only  one  year.  Special  censuses  of  the  Wash 
population  have  been  made  (see  Atkin,  LNU  Bird  Report  1969)  and  the  most 
recent  of  these  (G.  J.  Cadbury,  Breeding  Birds  of  the  Wash  —  in  press,  quoted 
with  permission),  gives  totals  for  Redshank  and  Black-headed  Gull  in  the 
Wash  of  1400  and  22000  pairs  respectively. 

5.  Little  Tern.  Very  accurate  figures  were  obtained  in  1969  and  1970,  due 
to  a  determined  search.  The  species  was  therefore  not  counted  again  in  1971 
to  avoid  further  disturbance. 

6.  Nightjar.  The  annual  increase  in  the  total  for  this  species  reflects  increas¬ 
ing  knowledge  of  breeding  areas  rather  than  increasing  numbers.  Again  the 
1970  figure,  which  represents  a  special  effort,  gives  the  best  picture  of  this 
birds  numbers  in  the  county. 

7.  Kingfisher.  The  actual  counts  obtained  for  this  species  probably  under¬ 
estimate  the  total,  though  it  is  likely  that  few  were  missed  in  squares  where 
they  were  actively  looked  for.  The  figures  do,  however,  reflect  the  bird’s  change 
in  status  in  the  county  over  the  four  years. 

8.  Sand  Martin.  This  species  has  been  closely  followed  due  to  the  interest 
and  activity  of  ringers,  so  the  figures  are  reasonably  accurate  and  the  overall 
totals  representative.  It  was  the  very  large  colonies  which  showed  the  dramatic 
decline  between  1968-69,  while  smaller  opportunist  colonies  about  the  county 
continued.  The  decline  in  the  county  may  be  due  in  part  to  the  destruction  of 
sand  faces  by  quarrying  during  the  breeding  season,  but  it  also  reflects  a 
national  decline  now  thought  to  be  due  to  a  change  in  the  climatic  conditions 
of  the  winter  quarters  (see  for  example  Moreau,  Bird  Study ,  Vol.  17,  No.  2). 
Like  the  Whitethroat  and  Redstart  this  is  a  species  which  winters  in  the  Sahel 
zone,  south  of  the  Sahara,  which  is  currently  suffering  a  period  of  drought. 

9.  Kestrel.  Actual  figures  for  pairs  of  Kestrels  were  recorded  for  thirty  10  km 
squares,  the  numbers  found  ranging  from  0  (in  8  squares)  to  1 1 ,  with  an  average 
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of  two  pairs  per  10  km  square.  This  gives  a  breeding  density  of  one  pair  per 
12,500  acres.  These  figures  may  be  compared  with  those  from  other  counties 
where  similar  counts  have  been  made.  For  example,  in  Sussex  (Shrubb,  Bird 
Study,  Vol.  17,  No.  1,  March  1970)  a  survey  made  in  1965-67  showed  an 
average  16  pairs  per  10  km  square  over  the  whole  county,  ranging  from  11 
pairs  on  Weald  to  39  pairs  on  Marsh.  In  Leicester,  1963-64,  a  similar  survey 
(Griffiths,  Bird  Study ,  Vol.  14,  No.  3,  September  1967)  showed  a  population 
density  in  mainly  arable  and  meadow  farmland  of  one  pair  to  about  3,500 
acres  —  approximately  seven  pairs/ 10  km  square. 

This  difference  in  density  between  the  three  counties  must  be  due  to  the 
differences  in  available  habitat.  The  table  below  shows  the  percentage  of 
woodland,  grassland  and  arable  land  for  each  county.  It  is  probable  that  the 
higher  Kestrel  density  of  Leicestershire  and  Sussex  is  due  to  these  counties 
having  a  more  balanced  grassland/arable/woodland  mosaic  and  a  dairy / 
arable  farming  tradition  rather  than  the  total  arable/very  low  farm  animal 
density  now  found  in  Lincolnshire. 

However,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Lincolnshire  survey  took  place 
some  five  years  after  the  Leicestershire  one,  and  that  the  Leicestershire  Kestrel 
density  may  be  expected  to  drop  towards  that  of  Lincolnshire  if  that  county’s 


grassland  continues 

to  be  ploughed. 

County 

%  woodland 

%  permanent  grass 

%  arable 

Lincolnshire 

2 

15 

81 

Leicestershire 

2 

40 

32 

Sussex 

11 

24 

43 

Note:  Leicestershire  figures  are  for  1964,  Lincolnshire  1965,  Sussex  1967. 
All  exclude  rough  grazing. 

RESULTS  OF  BIRD  COUNTS  1968-71 


Species 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

Total  Adults: 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

98 

81 

88 

124 

Tufted  Duck 

307 

258 

579 

495 

Pochard 

75 

68 

123 

53 

Canada  Goose 

388 

315 

386 

380 

Coot 

1259 

806 

1208 

1197 

Ringed  Plover 

67 

144 

190 

96 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

28 

20 

51 

30 

Redshank 

138 

92 

107 

— 

Little  Tern 

7 

66 

72 

— 

Nightjar 

10 

17 

49 

— 

Kingfisher 

7 

9 

25 

21 

Nests  or  Pairs : 

Black-headed  Gull 

580 

242 

1240 

— 

Sand  Martin 

4077 

986 

1594 

1774 

Kestrel 

— 

— 

— 

60 

Pairs  or  Singing: 

Males: 

Redstart 

3 

7 

0 

Nightingale 

— 

25 

57 

— 

Snipe 

— 

— 

168 

216 

Whole  Squares 

37 

40 

42 

35 

Part  Squares 

25 

22 

24 

20 

Approx.  Cover 

70% 

72% 

76% 

63% 
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10.  Redstart.  The  figures  probably  give  a  true  picture,  since  this  was  a 
species  actively  looked  for.  It  has  bred  in  the  county  since  1971,  but  the  numbers 
are  still  very  low. 

11.  Nightingale.  The  1970  figure  represents  almost  a  doubling  of  observer 
effort  over  1969,  so  is  probably  closer  to  a  true  total.  Again  it  is  likely  that  few 
singing  males  are  missed  when  an  active  search  is  made. 

12.  Snipe.  Figures  obtained  for  this  species  probably  give  the  order  of  the 
county  total  but  are  certainly  an  underestimate  —  possibly  by  up  to  50%. 

Other  species 

In  1968  and  1969  observers  were  also  asked  to  count  Herons.  For  numbers 
of  this  species  over  the  survey  years  see  the  excellent  table  per  RBW  in  the 
1971  LJVU  Bird  Report,  p.  53. 

Also  in  1968  it  was  obvious  from  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey  distribution 
returns  that  all  the  Woodpeckers  were  present  only  in  very  low  numbers  in 
the  county.  Observers  reporting  them  were  therefore  asked  to  give  the  number 
of  pairs  found  in  their  area.  The  totals  calculated  in  this  way  were  16  and  12 
pairs  for  Greater  Spotted  and  Green  Woodpeckers  respectively. 

A.  L.  Needham  and  P.  J.  Wilson. 


RINGING  REPORT 

County  totals 

It  is  regretted  that  for  the  first  time  for  several  years  the  ringing  report  does 
not  contain  the  ringing  totals  of  all  the  major  ringers  in  the  county. 

After  the  very  low  number  of  birds  ringed  in  1972  the  slight  increase  shown 
in  the  grand  total  this  year  was  most  welcome.  The  improvement  did  not 
extend  to  warblers  and  in  almost  every  case  the  number  of  warblers  ringed  has 
declined  once  more,  sometimes  by  more  than  50%.  The  totals  for  Whitethroat 
and  Sedge  Warbler  are  particularly  low  and  in  both  cases  almost  half  the 
birds  were  caught  at  the  coast  and  may  not  be  of  British  origin. 

Only  175  Sand  Martins  were  ringed  in  1973  and  1 13  of  these  came  from  one 
colony.  This  compares  unfavourably  with  the  total  of  561  for  1972.  Looking 
much  further  back  at  earlier  years,  1967  produced  2,010;  1968,  979;  and  1969, 
1,273.  There  are  obvious  factors  which  could  account  for  the  decline  such  as 
the  cost  of  ringing  large  numbers  of  one  species  and  the  possible  lack  of  interest 
on  the  part  of  ringers,  but  it  could  also  be  that  there  are  no  longer  enough 
Sand  Martins  in  Lincolnshire  to  enable  the  previous  large  numbers  to  be 
ringed. 

The  Wash  Wader  Group  were  active  in  Lincolnshire  during  the  year  and 
the  effect  is  quite  obvious  when  the  totals  of  waders  which  prefer  the  seashore 
are  studied.  For  the  second  year  running  a  significant  number  of  waders  were 
caught  by  the  group  at  Gibraltar  Point  and  this  should  help  to  complete  the 
picture  of  wader  movements  around  the  Wash. 

The  figures  for  raptors  were  poor  and  only  enlivened  by  the  10  Short-eared 
Owls  ringed  by  Cleethorpes  ringing  group  and  a  single  brood  of  Kestrels. 

Each  year  produces  some  interesting  species  and  among  the  ducks  and 
geese  were  Red-breasted  Merganser,  Garganey,  Mandarin  Duck  and  Barnacle 
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Gibraltar  Point  Lincolnshire  Gibraltar  Point  Lincolnshire 


Species 

Total 

Total 

Species 

Total 

Total 

Great  Crested  Grebe 

1 

Jay 

3 

Little  Grebe 

1 

Great  Tit 

16 

215 

Grey  Heron 

1 

Blue  Tit 

57 

928 

Mallard 

612 

Coal  Tit 

79 

Teal 

18 

Marsh  Tit 

1 

Garganey 

1 

Willow  Tit 

6 

86 

Gadwall 

10 

Long-tailed  Tit 

51 

274 

Wigeon 

10 

Treecreeper 

36 

Pintail 

7 

Wren 

60 

360 

Shoveler 

13 

Bearded  Tit 

6 

Mandarin  Duck 

1 

Mistle  Thrush 

12 

Tufted  Duck 

232 

Fieldfare 

2 

126 

Pochard 

21 

Song  Thrush 

57 

398 

Red-breasted  Merganser 

1 

Redwing 

10 

146 

Barnacle  Goose 

2 

Blackbird 

174 

1588 

Canada  Goose 

50 

Wheatear 

4 

6 

Kestrel 

5 

Stonehcat 

3 

Moorhen 

17 

Whinchat 

5 

12 

Coot 

180 

Redstart 

20 

39 

Oystercatcher 

1 

241 

Black  Redstart 

2 

2 

Lapwing 

1 

74 

Robin 

50 

428 

Ringed  Plover 

10 

55 

Reed  Warbler 

41 

142 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

2 

5 

Sedge  Warbler 

19 

59 

Grey  Plover 

4 

20 

Icterine  Warbler 

2 

2 

Turnstone 

1 

25 

Blackcap 

32 

154 

Snipe 

20 

Barred  Warbler 

3 

6 

Jack  Snipe 

7 

Garden  Warbler 

18 

58 

Woodcock 

2 

5 

Whitethroat 

33 

74 

Curlew 

20 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

14 

29 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

160 

Willow  Warbler 

116 

336 

Green  Sandpiper 

35 

Chiffchaff 

1 

24 

Wood  Sandpiper 

1 

1 

Goldcrest 

65 

412 

Common  Sandpiper 

2 

23 

Fi  recrest 

1 

3 

Redshank 

1 

163 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

2 

29 

Knot 

6 

177 

Pied  Flycatcher 

29 

54 

Little  Stint 

1 

2 

Dunnock 

265 

983 

Dunlin 

167 

1504 

Meadow  Pipit 

6 

18 

Curlew  Sandpiper 

1 

Tree  Pipit 

1 

3 

Sanderling 

16 

16 

Rock  Pipit 

1 

1 

Ruff 

1 

2 

Pied  Wagtail 

2 

Great  Black-backed  Gull 

1 

Yellow  Wagtail 

4 

Herring  Gull 

1 

Starling 

54 

1148 

Common  Gull 

21 

Rose-coloured  Starling 

1 

Black-headed  Gull 

232 

Greenfinch 

22 

1135 

Common  Tern 

11 

Goldfinch 

57 

116 

Little  Tern 

33 

Siskin 

2 

Stock  Dove 

2 

Linnet 

50 

196 

Wood  Pigeon 

1 

10 

Redpoll 

94 

235 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

8 

Bullfinch 

28 

290 

Collared  Dove 

6 

Chaffinch 

8 

226 

Cuckoo 

1 

3 

Brambling 

27 

Barn  Owl 

3 

Corn  Bunting 

3 

Tawny  Owl 

2 

Yellowhammer 

62 

Short-eared  Owl 

12 

Reed  Bunting 

36 

228 

Kingfisher 

2 

9 

House  Sparrow 

13 

280 

Hoopoe 

1 

Tree  Sparrow 

23 

407 

Great  Spotted 

Woodpecker 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

1843  of 

16059  of 

Wryneck 

1 

3 

67  species 

122  species 

Skylark 

9 

15 

Shore  Lark 

3 

3 

Swallow 

59 

261 

House  Martin 

5 

Sand  Martin 

1 

175 

Magpie 

5 
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Goose.  The  more  exotic  birds  included  a  Hoopoe  and  a  Rose-coloured  Starling. 
The  latter  is  perhaps  even  more  remarkable  in  so  far  that  it  was  caught  in  the 
ringer’s  own  garden. 

Gibraltar  Point  Bird  Observatory  Totals 

With  a  total  of  1,843,  1973  saw  the  lowest  number  of  birds  ringed  at  Gibraltar 
Point  for  over  10  years.  This  was  partially  due  to  the  scarcity  of  birds  during 
the  autumn,  there  being  no  large  falls  of  continental  migrants.  The  BTO  ringers 
training  course  at  the  end  of  August  hit  a  rather  quiet  time  too,  their  normal 
total  of  1,000  birds  ringed  makes  up  a  half  to  one  third  of  the  total  ringed  at 
the  Observatory  in  a  year,  but  in  1973  it  was  down  to  660.  There  was  also  a 
lack  of  ringers  manning  the  observatory  in  the  October  to  early  November 
period,  always  a  peak  time  for  thrushes. 

The  more  unusual  species  caught  included  Wryneck  1,  Shore  Lark  3,  Icterine 
Warbler  2,  Barred  Warbler  3,  and  Firecrest  1.  Although  Cuckoos  still  appear 
to  be  fairly  common  on  the  reserve  in  May  and  June,  the  number  of  juveniles 
caught  in  recent  years  remains  very  small,  somewhere  between  two  and  three 
now  seems  to  be  the  average.  It  is  nothing  like  the  early  days  of  the  Observatory 
when  up  to  ten  were  caught  regularly  in  a  year  with  an  astonishing  total  of  20 
juveniles  in  1949,  the  first  year  the  Observatory  opened.  Cuckoos  must  certainly 
have  been  more  numerous  on  the  reserve  and  in  the  surrounding  area  during 
the  1950’s. 

R.  B.  Wilkinson  and  G.  P.  Shaw. 


SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

The  total  number  of  recoveries  received  is  given  in  brackets  after  the  name 
of  the  species.  All  foreign  recoveries  have  been  given  in  full  or  summarised, 
and  every  recovery  has  been  filed  for  future  reference. 

Key  to  symbols  used 


Age: 


1—  nestling  or  chick. 

2 —  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown. 

3 —  hatched  during  current  calendar  year. 

4 —  hatched  before  current  calendar  year. 

5—  hatched  during  last  calendar  year. 

6—  hatched  before  last  calendar  year. 


Sex:  J — male. 
$ — female. 


Manner  of  recovery:  v  — controlled,  caught  and  released  with  ring. 

-j - shot  or  killed  by  man. 

X  — found  dead  or  dying. 

?  — manner  of  recovery  unknown. 

(  )  — caught  alive  and  either  not  released  or  released  with  ring  removed. 
Distances:  distances  in  km  are  given  for  British  recoveries. 

Co-ordinates:  co-ordinates  of  all  Foreign  recoveries  are  shown. 

Abbreviations:  S.F. — sewage  farm;  B.O. — bird  observatory. 


Mallard  (1) 

2$  16.10.70 

+  -.9.73 

Wigeon  (1) 

1  27.7.69 

+  18.1.72 

Tufted  Duck  (2) 

3$  4.8.69 

+  8.10.72 


26.2.70 

+  20.12.72 


Helgoland,  GERMANY  (54.12N,  7.50E). 
Haverholme  Priory. 

Suomenoja,  FINLAND  (60.09N,  24.44E). 
Spalding. 


Deeping  St.  James. 

Zalew,  POLAND  (53.46N,  14.26E). 

Deeping  St.  James. 

Ualand,  NORWAY  (58.32N,  6.20E). 
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Pochard  (2) 

2S  16.1.68 

+  7.5.72 

4$  21.1.72 

?  26.5.72 


Deeping  St.  James. 

Kondinskoye,  USSR  (59.40N,  67.26E). 
Deeping  St.  James. 

Lake  Ermistu,  USSR  (58.22N,  24.00E). 


Mute  Swan  (2) 

Two  recoveries  were  in  Notts. 


Hen  Harrier  (3) 

5^ 

8.7.71 

X 

23.1.72 

1 

19.6.72 

X  ca. 

15.12.72 

1 

10.7.70 

X 

1.9.73 

Coot  (2) 

3c2 

26.11.69 

4- 

-.8.72 

2$ 

2.2.71 

T 

9.11.72 

Harray,  Orkney. 

Sutton  Bridge  (715  km  SSE). 

Meuwenduinen,  NETHERLANDS  (53.16N,  4.57E). 
Marshchapel. 

Glen  Dye,  Kincardine. 

Wainfleet  (470  km  SE). 


Deeping  St.  James. 

Glenstrup,  DENMARK  (56.36N,  9.53E). 
Deeping  St.  James. 

Norrestrand,  DENMARK  (55.53N,  9.53E). 


Common  Sandpiper  (1) 

3  23.8.69  Wisbech  S.F. 

+  12.8.71  Sallenelles,  FRANCE  (49.16N,  0.14W). 


Herring  Gull  (1) 

3  27.6.71  Great  Ainov  Island,  USSR  (69.50N,  31.35E). 

v  6.1.72  Grimsby. 


Common  Gull  (1) 

1  22.7.72  Tautra,  NORWAY  (63.34N,  10.36E). 

X  28.4.73  Spilsby. 


Black-headed  Gull  (3) 

Three  nestlings  ringed  at  Frampton  were  recovered  in  Staffs,  Notts,  and  Lancs. 


Little  Tern  (1) 

1  16.6.73 

?  20.9.73 

Turtle  Dove  (1) 

1  22.6.73 

+  12.9.73 


North  Coates. 

Agadir,  MOROCCO  (30.34N,  9.13W). 


Donna  Nook. 

Ovar,  PORTUGAL  (40.50N,  9.40W). 


Great  Tit  (1) 

One  recovery  was  in  Yorks. 


Blue  Tit  ( 1 ) 

One  recovery  was  in  Notts. 

Fieldfare  (1) 

2  6.12.69  Theddlethorpe. 

+  14.8.73  Lake  Vinster,  NORWAY  (61.20N,  8.50E). 


Song  Thrush  (2) 

3  14.9.72  Theddlethorpe. 

?  15.2.73  Mirondela,  PORTUGAL  (41.30N,  7.10W). 

One  recovery  was  in  Warwicks. 
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Redwing  (2) 


2 

5.11.72 

X 

-.9.73 

2 

5.3.67 

+ 

3.3.72 

Anderby. 

Suzdal,  USSR  (56.27N,  40.22E). 
Coleby. 

Zugdidi,  USSR  (42.30N,  41.47E). 


Blackbird  (9) 

3?  29.10.71  Wainfleet 

+  18.7.72  Pure,  USSR  (57.02N,  22.54E). 

Other  foreign  recoveries  were  in  FINLAND,  SWEDEN  (2),  DENMARK, 
NETHERLANDS  and  BELGIUM. 


Sedge  Warbler  (2) 

3  12.8.73  Lincoln, 

v  26.8.73  Wick,  Hants.  (290  km  SSW). 

2  6.5.72  Theddlethorpe. 

v  12.8.73  Wick,  Hants.  (320  km  SSW). 

Whitethroat  (1) 

2  30.8.71  Beachy  Head,  Sussex. 

X  7.5.72  Louth  (285  km  N). 

Lesser  Whitethroat  (1) 

2  10.9.72  Scunthorpe. 

?  ca.  30.9.72  Agliana,  ITALY  (43.54N,  11.00E). 


Spotted  Flycatcher  (1) 

4  18.5.73  Isle  of  May,  Fife, 

v  2.6.73  Gibraltar  Point  (390  km  SE). 


Meadow  Pipit  (1) 

2  12.9.72  Gibraltar  Point. 

X  ca.  14.2.72  Alcala  de  Guadaira,  SPAIN  (37.20N,  5.50W). 


Starling  (6) 

Two  Dutch  ringed  birds  were  recovered  in  the  county. 

Greenfinch  (1) 

One  recovery  was  in  Yorks. 


Twite  (1) 


6$ 

7.3.71 

Friskney. 

V 

9.7.73 

Stalybridge,  Cheshire  (155  km  WNW). 

Redpoll  (3) 

2  <J 

7.11.71 

Bad  Kreuznach,  GERMANY  (49.51N,  7.52E). 

V 

22.10.72 

Bardney. 

V 

23.4.73 

Oye  Plage,  FRANCE  (50.59N,  2.03E). 

3 

24.8.72 

Gibraltar  Point. 

V 

7.8.73 

Vlieland,  NETHERLANDS  (53.18N,  5.03E). 

K.  Atkin. 


153 


GENERAL  BIRD  REPORT 

The  conventions  followed  are  those  of  the  B.T.O.  publication:  “A  Species 
List  of  British  and  Irish  Birds”  (1971).  A  full  systematic  list  of  species  occurring 
in  1973  is  given  and  it  is  hoped  that  observers  will  in  future  send  records  for 
species  not  at  present  accurately  represented  by  the  available  records.  So  that 
observers  know  what  is  required  a  system  of  categories  has  been  adopted : 

*** Rarities  requiring  a  full  description  for  consideration  by  the  Rare  Birds 
Committee  of  British  Birds. 

**  Scarce  migrants  requiring  some  supporting  details. 

*  Other  species  for  which  all  records  are  required. 

More  common  species  for  which  any  records  of  interest  are  required. 

All  records  are  to  be  taken  as  of  a  single  bird  unless  otherwise  stated.  Initials 
of  observers  are  shown  for  records  of  rarities. 

Abbreviations:  S.F.  —  Sewage  Farm;  G.P.  —  Gravel  Pit;  N.R.  —  Nature 
Reserve;  Res.  —  Reservoir;  Imm.  —  Immature;  Juv.  —  Juvenile;  (B)  — 
Breeding  or  presumed  to  have  bred  in  1973. 

In  addition  to  those  species  in  the  list  for  1973  the  following  have  previously 
been  recorded  in  the  County,  the  year  of  the  last  occurrence  being  shown  in 
brackets : 

Great  Shearwater**  (1971),  Storm  Petrel**  (1971),  Leach’s  Petrel** 
(1971),  Purple  Heron***  (1970),  Squacco  Heron***  (1910),  Little  Bittern*** 
(1970),  White  Stork***  (1971),  Glossy  Ibis***  (1923),  Ferruginous  Duck** 
(1972),  Ruddy  Duck**  (1968),  Ruddy  Shelduck**  (1919),  Lesser  White- 
fronted  Goose***  (1943),  Bean  Goose**  (1972),  Golden  Eagle**  (1928), 
Goshawk**  (1970),  White-tailed  Eagle***  (1933),  Montagu’s  Harrier* 
(1972),  Gyrfalcon***  (1900),  Black  Grouse**  (1935),  Crane***  (1972), 
Spotted  Crake**  (1972),  Little  Crake***  (1910),  Great  Bustard***  (1902), 
Little  Bustard***  (1955),  Houbara  Bustard***  (1847),  Kentish  Plover** 
(1972),  Short-billed  Dowitcher***  (1963),  Long-billed  Dowitcher***  (1971), 
Stilt  Sandpiper***  (1965),  Great  Snipe***  (1969),  Solitary  Sandpiper*** 
(1963),  Spotted  Sandpiper***  (1971),  Marsh  Sandpiper***  (1954),  Baird’s 
Sandpiper***  (1966),  Semi-palmated  Sandpiper***  (1966),  Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper***  (1906),  Broad-billed  Sandpiper***  (1959),  Black-winged 
Stilt***  (1969),  Wilson’s  Phalarope***  (1967),  Stone  Curlew**  (1968), 
Cream-coloured  Courser***  (1840),  Ivory  Gull***  (1883),  Sabine’s  Gull** 
(1972),  Gull-billed  Tern***  (1972),  Caspian  Tern***  (1971),  Roseate  Tern** 
(1970),  Black  Guillemot**  (1968),  Pallas’s  Sandgrouse***  (1899),  Great 
Spotted  Cuckoo***  (1971),  Eagle  Owl***  (1879),  Tengmalm’s  Owl*** 
(1880),  Alpine  Swift***  (1971),  Roller***  (1962),  Short-toed  Lark*** 
(1971),  Woodlark**  (1971),  Golden  Oriole**  (1972),  Raven**  (pre-1900), 
Nutcracker***  (1969),  Desert  Wheatear***  (1970),  Red-flanked  Bluetail*** 
(1903),  Bluethroat**  (1972),  Rufous  Bush  Robin***  (1963),  Lanceolated 
Warbler***  (1909),  Savi’s  Warbler***  (1969),  Great  Reed  Warbler*** 
(1969),  Marsh  Warbler**  (1966),  Aquatic  Warbler***  (1971),  Subalpine 
Warbler***  (1970),  Greenish  Warbler***  (1958),  Arctic  Warbler***  (1932), 
Pallas’s  Warbler***  (1970),  Dusky  Warbler***  (1964),  Radde’s  Warbler*** 
(1898),  Red-breasted  Flycatcher**  (1972),  Tawny  Pipit***  (1970),  Lesser 
Grey  Shrike***  (1970),  Woodchat  Shrike***  (1968),  Parrot  Crossbill** 
(1963),  Two-barred  Crossbill***  (1889),  Cirl  Bunting**  (1968),  Little 
Bunting***  (1954). 
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Black-throated  Diver.*  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec. 
24th  —  26th. 

Great  Northern  Diver.*  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  30th. 

Red-throated  Diver.*  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Jan.  28th;  Feb.  20th;  Mar. 
10th;  Nov.  18th.  Huttoft,  Jan.  7th.  Chapel  Pit,  Jan.  28th  to  Feb.  4th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Jan.  2nd.  Terrington,  Nov.  11th.  Inland:  Cowbit,  shot  early  Dec. 
Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  11th  to  Feb.  18th;  Dec.  22nd  —  23rd. 

Great  Crested  Grebe  (B).  Barrow/Barton,  9  nests.  Covenham  Res.,  max:  20, 
Sept.  18th  —  21st. 

Red-necked  Grebe.*  Covenham  Res.,  Dec.  22nd  —  31st.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Sept.  6th.  Holbeach,  2,  Jan.  21st.  Terrington,  2,  Nov.  11th. 

Slavonian  Grebe.*  Covenham  Res.  Jan.  21st.  Huttoft,  Aug.  24th.  Boston 
Dock,  Nov.  29th.  Witham  Mouth,  Oct.  14th. 

Black-necked  Grebe.*  Kirkby  Moor  N.R.,  late  Apr.  Whisby  G.P.,  Aug. 
12th.  Witham  Mouth,  Nov.  7th  and  11th. 

Little  Grebe.  (B).  Witham  Mouth,  20,  Dec.  13th. 

Fulmar.  Coastal:  Only  small  numbers  recorded  from  Mar.  to  Dec.  Inland: 
New  Holland,  Mar.  29th. 

Manx  Shearwater.*  Donna  Nook,  3,  July  7th;  Sept.  4th.  Saltfleet,  2,  July 
16th;  Sept.  2nd.  Anderby,  Sept.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Sept.  6th  and  3, 
15th. 


Sooty  Shearwater.**  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  Sept.  23rd  (GG).  Mablethorpe, 
5  north,  Sept.  30th  (KA,  GMR).  Gibraltar  Point,  3  north,  Sept.  30th  (GHE). 
Gannet.  Coastal  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  100  north,  Sept.  15th.  Inland:  River 
Humber,  up  to  8,  Aug.  to  Oct. 

Cormorant.  Coastal  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  10,  Oct.  16th.  Witham  Mouth,  up 
to  40,  Jan.  to  May.  Gedney,  24,  Oct.  14th.  Terrington,  17,  Jan.  21st;  13, 
Nov.  1 1th.  Inland:  Barton-on-Humber,  up  to  9  through  out  the  year.  Covenham 
Res.  max:  20,  Jan.  13th;  60,  Dec.  4th. 

Shag.*  Covenham  Res.,  Nov.  25th.  Donna  Nook,  Dec.  12th. 

Grey  Heron.  (B)  number  of  pairs:  Willoughby,  31;  Troy,  50;  Doddington,  43; 
Muckton,  22;  Newball,  16;  Stainton,  10;  Evedon,  43;  Deeping  Mere,  43. 
Total  258  (per  RBW). 

Little  Egret.***  North  Killingholme,  June  6th  —  17th  (KA,  GMR,  PH  et  al). 
Holbeach,  June  3rd  and  July  29th  (DB,  WW,  PNW). 

Night  Heron.***  An  immature,  Boston,  Nov.  13th — 19th  (BK,  RP  et  al). 
The  first  record  since  1888. 


Bittern.  *  (B)  South  Humberside,  bred  at  4  sites. 

Spoonbill.  **North  Killingholme,  June  8th —  11th  (KA,  MH,  CLO). 

Mallard.  (B)  max:  Gibraltar  Point,  800,  Sept.  12th.  Wainfleet,  500,  mid-Jan. 
Witham  Mouth,  500,  Jan.  14th.  Holbeach,  550,  Dec.  13th.  Nocton  Fen,  2,000, 
Sept.  17th. 

Teal.  (B). 


Garganey.*  (B)  Barton-on-Humber,  a  pair  in  summer.  Barrow  Haven,  a  pair, 
March  26th.  Messingham,  Mar.  25th.  Huttoft,  Apr.  28th;  Sept.  1st.  Gibraltar 
Point,  June  7th  —  9th;  Sept.  5th.  Witham  Mouth,  3,  Mar.  11th.  Baston  Fen, 
Mar.  22nd. 
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Gadwall.*  Laughton,  1  —  2,  Oct.  28th  —  29th.  Goxhill,  Mar.  29th.  Coven- 
ham  Res.,  Apr.  1st;  2,  May  11th;  2,  Sept.  21st;  8,  Oct.  13th  and  4,  25th  — 
28th;  2,  Dec.  2nd  —  3rd.  Huttoft,  up  to  3,  Jan.  to  May;  5,  Sept.  16th;  2,  Oct. 
21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  2nd;  4,  Nov.  2nd.  Burton  G.P.,  Jan.  21st.  Witham 
Mouth,  3,  Apr.  1st;  Oct.  14th.  Baston  Fen.  a  pair,  Apr.  26th.  Tallington, 
Jan.  14th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  2,  June  3rd;  2,  Sept.  3rd.  More  numerous  than 
usual. 

Wigeon.  (B)  Read’s  Island,  2  nests.  North  Killingholme,  a  pair  in  June. 
Huttoft,  a  pair  in  June.  Max :  Frampton,  2,100,  Dec.  13th.  Holbeach,  1,100 
Dec.  13th. 

Pintail.*  Mainly  small  numbers  from  Jan.  to  Apr.  and  Aug.  to  Dec.  Max: 
Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Oct.  16th.  Terrington,  39,  Feb.  18th.  Summer:  Holbeach, 
a  male  June  3rd. 

Shoveler.  (B). 

Mandarin  Duck.*  Deeping  St.  James,  imm.  male  trapped,  Aug.  13th. 

Red-creasted  Pochard.**  Tallington,  a  male,  Jan.  14th  —  27th  (KA). 

Scaup.  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  16th;  3,  Nov.  16th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Sept. 
23rd.  Mablethorpe,  2,  Sept.  30th.  Huttoft,  Sept.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  3, 
Oct.  10th  —  31st.  Witham  Mouth,  30,  Jan.  30th.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  up 
to  20,  Jan.  to  early  Apr.;  1  —  3,  Sept.  23rd  —  30th. 

Tufted  Duck.  (B)  Bardney  Ponds,  10  broods  with  75  young,  July  6th.  Single 
pairs  bred  at  Barton,  Killingholme  and  Read’s  Island.  Max:  Covenham  Res., 
325,  Jan.  28th.  Tallington,  110,  Jan.  27th. 

Pochard.  (B)  Barton/Barrow-on-Humber,  10  breeding  pairs.  Single  pairs  bred 
at  Twigmoor  and  Chapel  Pit.  Max:  Tallington,  300  in  Jan. 

Goldeneye.  Recorded  on  coast  and  inland  from  Jan.  to  early  May  and  late 
Aug.  to  Dec.  Max:  Covenham  Res.,  15,  Feb.  18th  and  Mar.  4th.  Witham 
Mouth,  large  numbers  Jan.  to  Mar.  with  460,  Mar.  11th;  up  to  200,  Nov.  to 
Dec.  Holbeach,  112,  Mar.  17th. 

Long-tailed  Duck.*  Covenham  Res.,  Nov.  24th  to  Dec.  31st.  Donna  Nook, 
3,  Nov.  16th  and  18th  with  one,  27th;  Dec.  3rd.  Witham  Mouth,  Jan.  30th; 
2,  Dec.  13th.  Welland  Mouth,  Dec.  13th. 

Velvet  Scoter.*  Donna  Nook,  July  28th,  Mablethorpe,  3,  Oct.  14th;  Nov. 
11th;  3,  Dec.  8th.  Huttoft,  2,  Sept.  30th.  Anderby,  6,  Oct.  28th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  Oct.  14th  and  20th;  2,  Nov.  7th. 

Common  Scoter.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  105,  July  29th.  Mablethorpe,  300, 
Oct.  14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  150,  Nov.  18th. 

Eider.*  Donna  Nook,  2,  Nov.  16th;  12,  Dec.  3rd  and  4,  29th.  Saltfleetby,  22, 
Sept.  9th.  Mablethorpe,  Aug.  11th;  6,  Dec.  2nd  and  3,  9th.  Huttoft,  Mar. 
9th;  Sept.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  30,  Jan.  21st;  2,  June  5th;  up  to  7  fairly 
regularly  from  Aug.  to  Nov.  Benington,  26,  July  29th;  2,  Oct.  14th.  Witham 
Mouth,  up  to  18,  Jan.  to  May;  up  to  16,  July  to  Oct.;  70,  Dec.  13th —  16th. 
Terrington,  dead,  Jan.  21st;  Dec.  13th.  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  10  south,  Dec. 
22nd,  a  most  unusual  record. 

Red-breasted  Merganser.*  Coastal:  Donna  Nook,  May  6th;  July  6th  and 
28th;  3,  Nov.  1st  with  2,  16th  and  10,  17th;  Dec.  2nd.  Huttoft,  Sept.  15th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  9,  Jan.  to  early  June;  up  to  8,  Sept,  to  Nov.  Friskney, 
Sept.  16th.  Witham  Mouth,  Jan.  21st;  Apr.  8th;  Dec.  13th  and  16th.  Holbeach, 
Nov.  11th.  Dawsmere,  May  6th.  Gedney,  Feb.  18th;  3,  Oct.  14th.  Terrington, 
12,  Apr.  15th;  4,  Nov.  11th;  Dec.  13th.  Inland:  Goxhill,  Oct.  2nd.  Deeping 
St.  James,  3,  Nov.  1st;  10,  Dec.  12th. 
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Goosander.*  Goxhill,  2,  Oct.  2nd.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  3,  Nov.  28th  to 
Dec.  24th.  Mablethorpe,  Dec.  9th.  Huttoft,  Dec.  2nd.  Welland  Mouth,  3, 
Nov.  11th.  Deeping  St.  James,  7,  all  Dec. 

Smew.*  Covenham  Res.,  female,  Tan.  13th  to  Feb.  22nd;  female,  Dec. 
22nd  —  23rd. 

Shelduck.  (B)  Max:  Holbeach,  1950,  Jan.  21st;  4,000,  Dec.  13th.  Terrington, 
2,000,  Dec.  13th. 

Egyptian  Goose.*  Gibraltar  Point,  6,  Aug.  13th  to  Oct.  6th.  Mablethorpe,  6, 
Oct.  14th. 

Greylag  Goose.  (B)  Five  pairs  bred  at  Kirkby-on-Bain  G.P.,  where  maximum 
of  84,  Nov.  5th.  Huttoft,  Feb.  17th;  Aug.  4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  17,  Jan.  21st; 
2,  Feb.  25th.  Benington,  17,  Jan.  21st.  Gedney,  3,  Nov.  11th. 

White-fronted  Goose.*  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  14th.  Saltfleet,  one  shot  in 
Feb.  Huttoft  Pit,  Jan.  7th  —  20th.  Holbeach,  Jan.  21st. 

Pink-footed  Goose.  Max:  Trent  Falls,  285,  Dec.  23rd.  Wainfleet,  520,  Jan. 
21st.  Welland  Mouth,  800,  Dec.  13th.  Holbeach,  2,200,  Jan.  21st;  3,000  Dec. 
24th.  Terrington,  275,  Nov.  11th. 

Brent  Goose.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  510,  Dec.  24th.  Gibraltar  Point,  800,  Dec. 
26th.  Benington,  800,  Nov.  11th.  Wrangle,  900,  Dec.  13th.  Witham  Mouth, 
1,000,  Feb.  11th;  1,850,  Oct.  to  Dec. 

Barnacle  Goose.*  Covenham  Res.,  Dec.  29th  —  31st. 

Canada  Goose.  (B). 

Mute  Swan.  (B). 

Whooper  Swan.*  Scunthorpe,  up  to  6  Dec.  12th —  16th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr. 
23rd;  Oct.  4th;  3,  Nov.  11th.  Theddlethorpe,  8,  Oct.  27th.  Covenham  Res.,  2, 
Jan.  21st  —  24th.  Huttoft,  4,  Oct.  27th;  2,  Dec.  9th.  Gibraltar  Point,  9,  Mar. 
18th;  2,  Apr.  23rd;  up  to  13,  Oct.  20th  —  28th;  2,  Dec.  23rd.  Lincoln,  2, 
Oct.  9th.  Burton  G.P.,  5,  Nov.  3rd.  Spalding,  Jan.  2nd.  Witham  Mouth,  2, 
Dec.  13th. 

Bewick’s  Swan.*  Trent  Falls,  up  to  25,  Dec.  4th  —  9th.  Covenham  Res.,  13, 
Dec.  1st.  Louth,  several  south,  Mar.  5th.  Donnoa  Nook,  up  to  10,  Dec.  7th — 
17th.  Huttoft,  6,  Jan.  to  early  Feb.;  2,  Dec.  15th  —  30th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
Oct.  22nd  —  28th;  Nov.  4th;  3,  Dec.  9th.  Lincoln,  6,  Oct.  26th.  Baston  Fen, 
up  to  9,  Jan.;  up  to  8,  Dec.  Terrington,  15,  Mar.  17th.  Wisbech,  S.F.,  up  to 
14,  Jan.  and  Feb. 

Buzzard.*  Scunthorpe,  2  in  Oct.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  26th.  Scarcer  than 
usual. 

Rough-legged  Buzzard.**  Crowle,  Nov.  25th  —  26th  (JMB).  Donna  Nook, 
Nov.  28th  (SL).  Theddlethorpe,  Oct.  22nd  —  28th  (ACB).  Gibraltar  Point, 
Oct.  17th  —  25th,  with  2  south,  28th  and  1 — 2  until  Nov.  9th  (about  6 
different  birds  involved).  (RBW  et  al).  Wainfleet,  Nov.  4th  —  5th  (JMB,  KA, 
GMR,  GRP).  Wisbech  S.F.,  Oct.  21st  (JMB). 

Sparrowhawk.*  Laughton,  May  6th;  Dec.  30th.  Twigmoor,  2,  Dec.  12th  and 
1,  17th.  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  25th.  Welton-le-Marsh,  Nov.  5th.  Saltfleetby,  N.R., 
female,  Nov.  22nd;  male,  Nov.  25th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  1st  —  2nd;  Oct. 
14th,  16th —  17th  and  28th.  Friskney  Decoy  N.R.,  Nov.  11th. 

Red  Kite.**  Sleaford,  Mar.  6th  (NG). 

Honey  Buzzard.**  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  27th  (RBW). 


General  Bird  Report 


157 


Marsh  Harrier.*  Donna  Nook,  May  5th.  Theddlethorpe,  May  12th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  May  6th  and  31st;  male  and  female,  6th —  10th;  July  1st.  Holbeach, 
June  3rd;  July  4th,  and  2,  29th;  Aug.  19th.  Witham  Mouth,  Nov.  11th;  2, 
Dec.  1st.  Terrington,  June  23rd;  Aug.  19th.  Read’s  Island,  up  to  4  different 
birds,  Sept.  10th  to  Oct.  5th.  Nocton  Fen,  up  to  4,  Sept.  14th  —  20th. 

Hen  Harrier.*  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  27th;  singles,  Nov.  14th  to  Dec.  31st. 
Saltfleetby,  N.R.,  Jan.  18th;  Feb.  14th;  Sept.  24th  —  30th;  1  — 2,  Oct.  29th 
to  Dec.  31st.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  5th;  1  —  2,  Oct.  1 1th  to  Dec.  29th.  Wainfleet 
dead,  Sept.  1st.  Friskney,  4,  Dec.  24th.  Witham  Mouth,  Jan.  14th;  Nov.  11th 
and  17th;  Dec.  24th.  Holbeach,  3,  Jan.  21st.  Gedney,  Feb.  18th;  2,  Dec.  13th. 
Terrington,  Mar.  17th;  Nov.  11th;  Dec.  13th.  Saltfleet,  1  shot,  Dec.  28th.  More 
numerous  than  usual. 

Osprey.**  Saltfleet,  July  10th  (MM).  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  26th  (KP). 

Hobby.**  (B)  Lines. /Notts,  border,  a  pair  feeding  flying  young,  Aug.  7th  — 
31st  seem  likely  to  have  reared  them  in  a  wood  just  in  Lines.  (JMCP).  Donna 
Nook,  June  28th;  Aug.  13th  (SL).  Gibraltar  Point,  May  24th  (FE,  DEP) ; 
Aug.  29th  (RAM,  CJB,  BM,  FM).  Boston,  June  12th  (BR). 

Peregrine.*  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Jan.  21st;  Sept.  7th.  Kirton,  Nov.  11th. 
Hobhole/River  Witham,  Oct.  8th.  Dawsmere,  May  6th. 

Merlin.*  Read’s  Island,  singles,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Donna  Nook,  singles  south, 
Oct.  12th,  25th,  26th,  and  28th;  Nov.  18th.  Huttoft,  Dec.  24th.  Mablethorpe, 
Dec.  15th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  20th;  Feb.  24th;  Oct.  9th.  Freiston  Shore,  2, 
Dec.  24th.  Kirkby  Moor  N.R.,  late  April. 

Red-footed  Falcon.***  Keelby,  female,  May  26th  (DGH). 

Kestrel.  (B). 

Red-legged  Partridge.  (B). 

Partridge.  (B). 

Quail.*  (B)  Gibraltar  Point,  May  9th.  Caythorpe  Heath,  9,  Aug.  13th  may 
have  nested  in  the  area. 

Pheasant.  (B). 

Water  Rail.  (B). 

Corncrake.**  Deeping  St.  James,  dead,  Sept.  15th  (WAC). 

Moorhen.  (B). 

Coot.  (B).  Max :  Covenham  Res.,  500,  Dec.  3rd. 

Oystercatcher.  (B).  Inland:  Messingham,  Sept.  21st.  Trent  Falls,  Dec.  7th. 
Read’s  Island,  10  pairs  bred.  Wisbech  S.F.,  a  pair  bred;  up  to  8,  July  to  early 
Sept.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  8,000,  Mar.  19th;  16,000,  Aug.  30th.  Friskney, 
15,000,  Sept.  16th.  Wrangle,  4,000,  Dec.  13th.  Dawsmere,  1,150,  Apr.  15th. 
It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  huge  flocks  seem  to  be  restricted  to  the  north¬ 
west  Wash. 

Lapwing.  (B). 

Ringed  Plover.  (B).  152  pairs  nested  in  the  county  (see  census).  Max :  Gibraltar 
Point,  230,  Sept.  2nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  110,  early  Sept.  Donna  Nook,  100,  May 
7th. 

Little  Ringed  Plover.  (B).  At  least  30  pairs  bred  in  the  county  (see  census). 
Passage:  Donna  Nook,  May  5th;  Aug.  15th.  Covenham  Res.,  1  — 2,  Aug. 
23rd  —  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  4,  mid-June  to  early  Sept.  Friskney,  2, 
Aug.  19th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  to  early  Oct.,  Max:  25,  Aug.  30th. 
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Grey  Plover.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  500,  Aug.  30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  320,  Aug. 
30th.  Holbeach,  1,370,  Aug.  30th;  up  to  1,150,  Sept,  to  Nov.  Inland :  Bardney 
Ponds,  Oct.  4th.  Covenham  Res.,  Sept.  24th;  2,  Dec.  2nd.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to 
3,  July  to  Oct. 

Golden  Plover.  Max:  Wainfleet,  1,315,  Nov.  11th.  Louth.  500,  Apr.  16th. 
Donna  Nook,  400,  Sept.  22nd  —  23rd. 

Dotterel.  **Donna  Nook,  10,  May  8th  (SL).  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  27th 
(SB).  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  31st  (GHE). 

Turnstone.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds,  July  25th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  5,  Aug. 
to  mid  Sept.  Wisbech  S.F.  up  to  20,  July  to  Sept;  50,  Nov.  4th. 

Snipe.  (B). 

Jack  Snipe.  Max:  Wisbech  S.F.,  14,  Nov.  4th. 

Woodcock.  (B). 

Curlew.  (B).  Max:  Holbeach,  4  000,  Aug.  30th.  Terrington,  1,150,  July  29th. 
Whimbrel.  Max:  Holbeach,  100,  Aug.  5th. 

Black-tailed  Godwit.*  (B).  Wash,  a  pair  holding  territory  in  summer.  Read’s 
Island,  singles  Feb.  to  Mar.  Gibraltar  Point,  July  12th;  1  — 2,  mid  Aug.  to 
early  Sept.  Benington,  Aug.  19th.  Witham  Mouth/Welland  Mouth,  up  to  30, 
Apr.  to  Nov.  Holbeach,  10,  Apr.  15th;  2,  May  6th;  3,  Aug.  30th.  Dawsmere,  3, 
Sept.  16th.  Gedney,  Aug.  19th.  Terrington,  20,  July  29th.  Wisbech  S.F., 
several,  Apr.;  July  to  mid  Sept.  Max:  155,  July  15th. 

Bar-tailed  Godwit.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  2,500,  Sept.  22nd.  Friskney? 
5,000,  Sept.  16th.  Wrangle,  1,000,  Dec.  13th.  Holbeach,  1,030,  Aug.  30th- 
Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  31st;  Aug.  26th  to  Sept.  21st,  Max:  26,  Sept.  10th- 

Green  Sandpiper.  Winter:  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  1st.  Wainfleet,  3,  Dec. 
22nd  —  23rd.  Spring:  Metheringham,  Apr.  4th.  Bardney  Ponds,  May  22nd. 
Donna  Nook,  May  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  26th.  Autumn  Max:  Donna 
Nook,  15,  Aug.  17th.  Gibraltar  Point,  12,  Sept.  1st  and  2nd.  Wainfleet,  30, 
Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  1st. 

Wood  Sandpiper.*  Donna  Nook,  2,  May  19th;  Aug.  14th.  Gibraltar  Point, 
July  17th;  up  to  4,  Aug.  10th  to  Sept.  5th.  Mareham-le-Fen,  3,  Aug.  5th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  July  13th  to  Oct.  23rd,  Max:  9,  Aug.  22nd. 

Common  Sandpiper.  Autumn  Max:  Covenham  Res.,  20,  Aug.  24th.  Wolla 
Bank,  20,  Aug.  11th.  Donna  Nook,  13,  Aug.  21st.  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Aug. 
26th  and  Sept.  1st.  Bardney  Ponds,  35,  Aug.  21st.  Terrington,  14,  Aug.  19th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  45,  Aug.  27th. 

Redshank.  (B).  Max:  Holbeach,  2,130,  Aug.  30th. 

Spotted  Redshank.*  Spring:  Goxhill,  Apr.  26th.  Anderby,  May  20th.  Donna 
Nook,  May  19th.  Gibraltar  Point,  April  8th  and  26th.  Gedney,  May  6th. 
Terrington,  2,  May  6th.  Autumn  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  9,  Aug.  28th.  Wisbech 
S.F.,  50,  Aug.  5th. 

Lesser  Yellowlegs.***  Wisbech  S.F.,  Oct.  11th  (BWJ).  The  fourth  county 
record. 

Greenshank.  Winter:  Gibraltar  Point,  Dec.  8th.  Spring:  small  numbers  on 
coast  from  April  to  early  June.  Autumn  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  25,  Aug.  29th. 
Frampton,  31,  Sept.  16th.  Holbeach,  20,  Aug.  30th.  Dawsmere,  22,  July  29th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  25,  Sept.  18th. 
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Knot.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  20,000,  Mar.  19th;  10,000,  Oct.  27th.  Friskney, 
25,000,  Sept.  16th.  Wrangle,  10,000,  Mar.  17th.  Holbeach,  9,400,  Nov.  11th. 
Dawsmere,  8,000,  Mar.  17th.  Terrington,  6,000,  Nov.  11th.  Inland:  Covenham 
Res.,  2,  July  18th;  Sept.  24th.  Scunthorpe,  Jan.  14th. 

Purple  Sandpiper.*  Trusthorpe,  1  —  2,  Nov.  10th  to  Dec.  30th.  Huttoft, 
Sept.  1st.  Chapel  Point,  Sept.  23rd;  Nov.  10th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  21st; 
Nov.  2nd.  Friskney,  Oct.  13th —  14th.  Witham  Mouth,  Aug.  30th. 

Little  Stint.*  Winter:  Wisbech  S.F.,  Jan.  13th;  Feb.  10th;  Mar.  25th.  Spring: 
Gibraltar  Point,  May  22nd  —  23rd,  2,  June  4th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  3rd. 
Autumn  Max:  Covenham  Res.,  17,  Sept.  23rd.  Gibraltar  Point,  10,  Sept.  27th. 
Boston,  11,  Sept.  25th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  80,  Sept.  28th. 

Temminck’s  Stint.**  Donna  Nook,  May  24th  (SL,  VL).  Boston,  Aug.  18th  — 
27th  (AGP,  MLC).  Wisbech  S.F.,  May  19th;  Aug.  1 8th  and  26th;  Sept.  6th  — 
19th  (JAWM  et  al). 

White-rumped  Sandpiper.***  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  28th  to  Aug.  10th  (KA, 
JAWM  et  al).  Frampton  Marsh,  September  16th  (BR).  The  fifth  and  sixth 
county  records. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper.**  Wainfleet,  Aug.  21st  (KEWP,  RK,  RP).  Wisbech 
S.F.,  Aug.  18th  —  26th;  Sept.  5th  —  17th  and  24th  —  30th  (JAWM  et  al). 

Dunlin.  Max:  Wrangle,  4,000,  Mar.  17th.  Holbeach,  14,000,  Aug.  19th  and 
Oct.  14th.  Dawsmere,  6,000,  Oct.  14th.  Gedney,  6,300,  Mar.  17th.  Terrington, 
15,000,  May  6th.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  1,100,  Sept.  18th. 

Curlew  Sandpiper.*  Goxhill,  2,  Sept.  6th.  Killingholme,  Sept.  25th.  Coven¬ 
ham  Res.,  Oct.  5th  —  8th.  Saltfleet,  Sept.  30th  to  Oct.  1st.  Trusthorpe,  Sept. 
2nd.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  6,  Aug.  3rd  to  Oct.  1st.  Bardney  Ponds,  Sept. 
25th  to  Oct.  4th.  Boston,  2,  Aug.  27th;  6,  Sept.  25th.  Benington,  2,  Sept.  16th. 
Witham  Mouth,  1  — 2,  Aug.  19th  —  30th.  Holbeach,  Aug.  30th.  Terrington, 
Aug.  19th  and  30th;  Sept.  16th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  July  13th  to  Oct.  26th.  Max: 
35,  Sept.  28th. 

Sanderling.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  400,  May  4th  and  June  4th;  500,  Sept.  13th. 
Trusthorpe,  150,  Dec.  15th.  Gibraltar  Point,  210,  Mar.  18th;  450,  July  29th; 
620,  Sept.  14th.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  2,  May  18th;  Aug.  2nd;  Sept.  19th. 
Wisbech  S.F.,  May  12th;  Aug.  13th —  15th;  up  to  three,  Sept.  17th  —  21st. 

Ruff.  Winter:  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  7th.  Spring:  Messingham,  a  pair,  Apr. 
16th  and  29th;  female,  May  20th.  Covenham  Res.  May  19th.  Donna  Nook, 
June  3rd.  Bardney  Ponds,  June  4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May  7th.  Freiston,  2, 
Apr.  8th.  Wisbech,  S.F.,  several  April.  Baston  Fen,  up  to  5,  Mar.  22nd  to  May 
2nd.  Autumn  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  35,  Sept.  1st.  Wisbech  S.F.,  130,  Aug.  22nd. 

Avocet.**  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  2,  July  9th  (KA,  GMR).  Gibraltar  Point,  June 
5th  and  22nd  (RBW).  Holbeach,  May  6th  (PNW,  WW). 

Grey  Phalarope.**  Covenham  Res.,  Jan.  1st  —  8th,  the  bird  first  recorded 
at  the  end  of  1972  (MM,  KA).  Donna  Nook,  3,  Nov.  27th  (SL). 

Red-necked  Phalarope.**  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  9th  —  11th  and  18th;  1  —  2, 
Sept.  8th  to  Oct.  9th  (JAWM,  KA,  AGP,  PH). 

Collared  Pratincole.***  Gibraltar  Point,  May  21st  (KP,  RBW).  The  only 
other  county  record  was  in  1827. 

Great  Skua.*  Winter :  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Dec.  9th.  Witham  Mouth,  Feb.  18th. 
Autumn:  North  Coates,  Sept.  17th.  Donna  Nook,  8,  July  28th;  Aug.  7th;  2, 
Nov.  16th  and  1,  17th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  3,  Sept.  23rd.  Mablethorpe,  5,  Sept. 
30th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  2,  Aug.  to  Oct.  Benington,  Oct.  14th;  2,  Nov.  11th. 
Witham  Mouth,  Sept.  30th;  Oct.  14th. 
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Pomarine  Skua.**  Spring:  Gibraltar  Point,  May  31st  (CLO).  Autumn: 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Nov.  26th  (CLO,  RHH).  Trusthorpe,  Sept.  2nd  and  20th 
(KA,  GMR).  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  2nd  (NRS).  Winter:  Saltfleetby  N.R., 
Dec.  9th  (GMR,  GRP). 

Arctic  Skua.*  Spring:  Donna  Nook,  May  5th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  22nd; 
May  4th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  June  14th.  Autumn  Max:  Trusthorpe,  44,  Sept.  30th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  25,  Sept.  2nd.  Anderby,  32,  Sept.  9th.  Winter:  Saltfleetby 
N.R.,  Dec.  9th.  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  one  south,  Sept.  30th;  2  dead,  Oct.  1st. 

Long-tailed  Skua.**  Wisbech  S.F.,  immature  dead,  Oct.  3rd  (RBW,  HG, 
PH). 

Great  Black-backed  Gull. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull. 

Herring  Gull. 

Common  Gull.  Covenham  Res.,  15,000  roosting,  Feb.  3rd. 

Glaucous  Gull.**  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  22nd  (GHE,  JP).  Witham  Mouth, 
Immature,  Oct.  14th  (BR). 

Iceland  Gull.**  Donna  Nook,  immature,  Apr.  17th  (SL,  VL). 

Mediterranean  Gull.  ** Gibraltar  Point,  May  31st  (KP,  GHE). 

Little  Gull.*  Barrow  Haven,  adult,  Aug.  8th.  Goxhill,  juv.,  Aug.  21st.  Donna 
Nook,  May  20th;  adult,  July  30th  and  Aug.  1st;  12  south,  Nov.  16th.  Saltfleet, 
7,  Sept.  6th.  Covenham  Res.,  adult  and  up  to  6  immatures,  May  and  June; 
adult  and  up  to  4  juvs.,  July  21st  to  Aug.  16th;  juv.,  Sept.  11th  —  21st.  Huttoft, 
May  19th;  Oct.  20th.  Chapel  Pit,  2  juvs.,  Sept.  8th.  Gibraltar  Point,  May 
24th;  June,  4th;  2,  Aug.  12th;  up  to  4  in  Sept.;  Oct.  20th;  Nov.  1st.  Witham 
Mouth,  Mar.  1st.  Holbeach,  Nov.  11th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  Sept.  30th.  West 
Deeping,  2,  May  19th. 

Black-headed  Gull.  (B)  6,100  pairs  breeding  in  the  county  (see  census). 
Covenham  Res.,  2,000  roosting,  Feb.  3rd. 

Kittiwake.  Max:  Donna  Nook,  2,300  south,  Nov.  16th.  Inland:  Covenham 
Res.,  immature,  Aug.  9th. 

Black  Tern.*  Brigg,  Sept.  26th.  Barrow  Haven,  Sept.  19th.  Donna  Nook, 
up  to  3,  May.  Saltfleet,  Sept.  30th.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  5,  May  18th  — 
28th;  June  23rd;  4,  July  31st;  up  to  8,  Aug.  23rd  to  Sept.  30th.  Gibraltar 
Point,  2,  May  21st  and  28th;  Aug.  30th.  Bardney  Ponds,  9,  May  18th  and  1, 
19th;  Sept.  17th  to  Oct.  9th.  Anderby,  May  19th.  Benington,  3,  Sept.  16th. 
Witham  Mouth,  2,  Aug.  30th;  Sept.  16th.  Holbeach,  Aug.  30th.  Terrington, 
6,  May  17th;  Sept.  16th.  Wisbech  S.F.,  up  to  17,  Aug.  to  mid.  Sept.  Deeping 
St.  James,  May  4th;  2,  Sept.  28th. 

White-winged  Black  Tern.***  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  May  24th  (KP,  DEP) ; 
Sept.  1st  (TG,  KP,  DEP). 

Common  Tern.  (B)  120  pairs  breeding  in  the  county  (see  census). 

Arctic  Tern.*  Donna  Nook,  16,  May  6th;  2,  June  18th.  Covenham  Res., 
Apr.  27th;  up  to  4,  late  July  to  mid  Sept.  Gibraltar  Point,  up  to  6,  May  to 
early  June  and  mid  July  to  early  Sept. 

Little  Tern.  (B)  Inland:  Wisbech  S.F.,  Aug.  24th.  Max:  Freiston  Shore,  80, 
Aug.  5th. 

Sandwich  Tern.  Inland:  Bardney  Ponds,  Sept.  23rd. 

Razorbill.*  Donna  Nook,  8  south,  May  28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  June  11th; 
2,  Sept.  6th  and  1,  7th. 
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Little  Auk.**  Trent  Falls,  1  with  flock  of  Dunlins,  Nov.  15th  (AG). 

Guillemot.*  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  6th  and  2,  7th;  1  dead,  Dec.  2nd.  Mable- 
thorpe,  dead,  Apr.  7th;  2,  Sept.  30th;  Nov.  4th.  Gibraltar  Point,  dead,  Feb. 
22nd;  June  1st;  Aug.  16th;  Sept.  8th. 

Puffin.*  Donna  Nook,  3,  May  28th;  Sept.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  May  21st; 
Sept.  6th  and  8th.  Welland  Mouth,  3,  Dec.  13th.  Inland:  Goxhill,  Sept.  7th. 

Stock  Dove.  (B). 

Woodpigeon.  (B). 

Turtle  Dove.  (B). 

Collared  Dove.  (B). 

Cuckoo.  (B). 

Barn  Owl.  (B). 

Little  Owl.  (B). 

Tawny  Owl.  (B). 

Long-eared  Owl.  (B).  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  11th;  2,  Apr.  7th  and  1,  14th; 
Oct.  12th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Nov.  3rd.  Hobhole/River  Witham,  up  to  7,  Feb. 
to  mid  March;  2,  Dec.  8th.  Guthram,  May  22nd.  Records  in  the  fens  are  un¬ 
usual. 

Short-eared  Owl.  (B).  Read’s  Island,  12  nests. 

Nightjar.*  (B).  Pairs  in  the  summer  at  Laughton,  Scotton,  Skellingthorpe, 
Norton  Disney,  Little  Scrubs  and  Kirkby  Moor.  Passage:  Saltfleet,  Aug.  28th. 
Tathwell,  dead,  June  25th. 

Swift.  (B). 

Kingfisher.  (B). 

Bee-eater.***  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  June  10th  (KP,  RBW).  The  first  record 
since  1968. 

Hoopoe.**  Read’s  Island,  dead,  May  20th  (MH).  Cadney,  May  4th  (MN). 
Bradley  Wood,  Grimsby,  July  13th  (Dr.  F.).  Grebby  Hall,  May  1st  and  2nd 
(WH,  RBW).  Donna  Nook  Apr.  23rd;  May  12th  and  19th  —  20th;  June  15th 
and  21st  (SL,  VL,  RL,  CM,  KR).  Gibraltar  Point,  May  26th  (JLM,  KP).  An 
exceptional  number  of  records. 

Green  Woodpecker.  (B). 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker.  (B).  Coastal:  Huttoft,  Apr.  13th.  Seacroft,  Feb. 
16th. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker.*  (B).  Recorded  in  summer  at  Twigmoor. 

Wryneck.**  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  23rd  —  25th;  Aug.  28th  —  29th;  3,  Sept. 
15th  (SL,  RL,  KR,  CM,  GC).  Anderby,  Sept.  16th  (FS).  Gibraltar  Point, 
Sept.  15th  and  22nd  (RBW). 

Skylark.  (B). 

Shore  Lark.*  Donna  Nook,  11,  Jan.  and  Feb.;  up  to  5,  Mar.  to  early  May; 
Oct.  to  Dec.,  Max:  50,  Oct.  27th.  Theddlethorpe,  4,  Jan.  28th.  Huttoft,  6, 
Feb.  3rd.  Mablethorpe,  4,  Nov.  11th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  to  Apr.  Max:  84, 
Jan.  12th;  Oct.  to  Dec.  Max:  40,  Oct.  28th. 

Swallow.  (B). 

House  Martin.  (B). 

Sand  Martin.  (B). 
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Carrion  Crow.  (B).  Hooded  Crow,  C.  c.  cornix:  Donna  Nook,  up  to  3,  Mar. 
and  Apr.;  1  — 2,  October.  Huttoft,  Oct.  20th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  — 2,  Feb. 
to  Apr.;  up  to  4,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Witham  Mouth,  Dec.  16th.  Inland:  Barton-on- 
Humber,  Jan.  22nd.  Messingham,  1  — 2,  Mar.  25th  and  26th;  up  to  3,  Oct. 
25th  to  Dec.  27th.  Doddington,  Jan.  20th. 

Rook.  (B). 

Jackdaw.  (B). 

Magpie.  (B). 

Jay.  (B).  Coastal:  Gibraltar  Point,  2,  Sept.  16th. 

Great  Tit.  (B). 

Blue  Tit.  (B) . 

Coal  Tit.  (B).  Coastal:  Cleethorpes,  up  to  4,  mid  Sept,  to  Dec.  Donna  Nook, 
Oct.  20th  and  28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  24th;  Oct.  6th —  18th. 

Marsh  Tit.  (B). 

Willow  Tit.  (B). 

Long-tailed  Tit.  (B). 

Nuthatch.  (B). 

Treecreeper.  (B). 

Wren.  (B). 

Dipper.**  Claxby  by  Alford.  Oct.  20th  (AES). 

Bearded  Tit.*  (B).  South  Humberside,  bred  at  two  localities.  Passage  and 
Winter:  Messingham,  2,  Oct.  18th.  Burton  Stather,  2,  Nov.  17th.  Read’s  Island, 
10,  Sept.  27th.  Burton  G.P.,  Nov.  11th.  Donna  Nook,  3,  Oct.  27th  —  28th. 
Huttoft/Chapel  Pits,  up  to  7,  Jan.  to  Mar.;  up  to  6,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Gibraltar 
Point,  16,  Sept.  27th;  1  — 2,  Oct.  Wisbech  S.F.,  several  Oct.  17th. 

Mistle  Thrush.  (B). 

Fieldfare. 

Song  Thrush.  (B). 

Redwing. 

Ring  Ouzel.*  Donna  Nook,  up  to  4,  mid  Apr.  to  mid  May;  Sept.  13th;  Oct. 
3rd  to  Nov.  2nd  with  6,  Oct.  5th.  Theddlethorpe,  May  19th;  Aug.  27th. 
Trusthorpe  S.F. ;  Apr.  29th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  24th;  up  to  3,  Sept.  27th 
to  Oct.  20th. 

Blackbird.  (B). 

Wheatear.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  50,  Aug.  17th  and  25th.  Greenland  race; 
birds  showing  characters  of  0.  o.  leucorrhoa:  Donna  Nook,  1  — 2,  Apr.  26th 
to  June  15th. 

Stonechat.*  Messingham,  2,  Oct.  21st.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  4th  and  22nd; 
1  —  2,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1  —  2,  Oct.  to  Dec.  Theddlethorpe, 
Oct.  23rd.  Covenham  Res.,  1  —  2,  Jan.  to  early  Feb.  Huttoft,  1  —  2,  Jan.  to 
Mar.  and  Oct.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  2,  Jan.  to  early  Mar.;  late  Aug.  to  Dec. 
Max:  8,  Oct.  21st.  Baston  Fen,  2,  Dec. 

Whinchat.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  17,  Sept.  27th.  Gibraltar  Point,  20,  Sept. 
5th  and  16th. 

Redstart.  (B).  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  25,  Sept.  15th. 
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Black  Redstart.*  Donna  Nook,  1 — 2,  Apr. ;  Aug.  22nd;  Oct.  13th  and  2,  21st. 
Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Apr.  25th.  Huttoft,  Apr.  13th  —  28th.  Gibraltar  Point,  3,  Mar. 
28th  and  2,  29th;  Apr.  23rd  to  May  10th;  June  8th;  Oct.  5th  —  6th  and  27th; 
Nov.  4th  —  5th. 

Nightingale.  (B). 

Robin.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  70,  Apr.  25th  —  26th;  80  Oct.  5th.  Theddle- 
thorpe  25  Oct.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  40,  Apr.  24th. 

Grasshopper  Warbler.  (B). 

Reed  Warbler.  (B). 

Sedge  Warbler.  (B). 

Icterine  Warbler.**  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  26th  (DW,  GG).  Donna  Nook, 
Aug.  23rd  and  30th  (SL).  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  17th  and  up  to  3,  Aug.  28th 
to  Sept.  5th  (RBW  et  al). 

Blackcap.  (B). 

Barred  Warbler.**  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  13th  (SL,  VL).  Theddlethorpe,  Aug. 
26th  (KA).  Anderby,  Aug.  26th  (FS).  Gibraltar  Point,  3  different  birds,  Aug. 
27th,  29th  and  31st  (RBW  et  al). 

Garden  Warbler.  (B). 

Whitethroat.  (B). 

Lesser  Whitethroat.  (B). 

Willow  Warbler.  (B). 

Chiffchaff.  (B). 

Wood  Warbler.**  Twigmoor,  May  27th  and  June  3rd  (JH).  Burton  G.P., 
May  13th  (ADT).  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Aug.  26th  (GG).  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug. 
11th  (RBW). 

Yellow-browed  Warbler.**  Gibraltar  Point,  Oct.  1st.  (KP,  FE). 

Goldcrest.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  45,  Apr.  26th;  100,  Oct.  16th.  Theddle¬ 
thorpe,  50,  Oct.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  70,  Oct.  16th. 

Firecrest.**  Donna  Nook,  Apr.  25th  —  26th  and  28th;  Oct.  15th  (SL,  VL, 
RL).  Anderby,  2,  Oct.  7th  (FS).  Gibraltar  Point,  Jan.  6th  (retrapped  from  the 
previous  Autumn,  so  probably  over  wintering);  Mar.  13th,  19th  and  23rd; 
Oct.  6th  and  20th  (RBW  et  al). 

Spotted  Flycatcher.  (B). 

Pied  Flycatcher.*  Spring:  Twigmoor,  May  13th.  Donna  Nook,  May  20th. 
Gibraltar  Point,  Apr.  23rd.  Autumn  Max:  40,  Aug.  27th. 

Dunnock.  (B). 

Richard’s  Pipit.**  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  14th  (PW). 

Meadow  Pipit.  (B). 

Tree  Pipit.  (B). 

Rock  Pipit.  Inland:  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  3,  Mar.;  singles,  Sept.  Bardney 
Ponds,  Oct.  26th.  Scandanavian  race:  Covenham  Res.,  Mar.  8th  —  29th, 
showing  characters  of  A.  s.  littoralis,  Water  Pipit:  Covenham  Res.,  Mar.  8th 
(CLO)  showing  characters  of  A.  .r.  spinoletta. 

Pied  Wagtail.  (B).  White  Wagtail  showing  characters  of  M.  a.  alba:  Goxhill, 
Apr.  26th.  Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  23rd  —  27th.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  25th; 
1  —  2,  Apr.  12th  to  May  2nd;  Sept.  18th.  Huttoft,  Apr.  28th. 
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Grey  Wagtail.*  Scunthorpe,  Dec.  Goxhill,  Sept.  18th.  Covenham  Res.,  Mar. 
17th.  Donna  Nook,  Mar.  31st;  Apr.  13th;  Oct.  4th,  20th  and  26th.  Theddle- 
thorpe,  Oct.  28th.  Anderby,  Oct.  7th.  Gibraltar  Point,  1  —  2,  Aug.  30th  to 
Oct.  17th.  Bardney  Ponds,  Oct.  14th;  2,  Dec.  26th.  Lincoln,  2,  Nov.  12th. 
Dalderby,  Oct.  13th.  Boston,  Nov.  15th.  Gosberton,  Dec.  9th. 

Yellow  Wagtail  (B).  Blue-headed  Wagtail  showing  characters  of  M.  f.  Jlava: 
Covenham  Res.,  Apr.  28th;  Aug.  12th.  Donna  Nook,  May  7th. 

Waxwing.*  Scunthorpe,  Dec.  2nd  and  8th.  Seacroft,  Jan.  30th.  Gosberton, 
Dec.  1st. 

Great  Grey  Shrike.*  Laughton,  Oct.  28th  —  29th;  Dec.  28th.  Donna  Nook, 
1  — 2,  Apr.  24th  —  29th;  Oct.  4th  and  15th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  1  — 2,  Oct. 
12th  to  Dec.  30th.  Theddlethorpe,  Apr.  23rd  —  29th;  1 — 2,  Oct.  23rd  — 
27th.  Anderby,  Oct.  6th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  25th  to  Apr.  14th;  Oct.  14th 
to  Nov.  11th.  Thorpe  St.  Peter,  Oct.  16th.  Kirkby  Moor  N.R.,  Feb.  13th  and 
Apr.  7th.  Burton  G.P.,  Dec.  9th. 

Red-backed  Shrike.*  Donna  Nook,  Oct.  4th  —  7th.  Saltfleetby  N.R.,  Sept. 
16th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Sept.  5th;  Oct.  2nd. 

Starling.  (B). 

Rose-coloured  Starling.***  Wainfleet,  immature  female  trapped,  Oct. 
18th  (WMP,  RBW).  The  first  record  since  1956. 

Hawfinch.*  (B).  Coastal :  Theddlethorpe,  Apr.  28th. 

Greenfinch.  (B). 

Goldfinch.  (B). 

Siskin.*  (B).  Hartsholme  Park,  a  male  feeding  3  young,  May  28th  (NP),  the 
first  breeding  record  for  the  county.  Winter  records  from  Twigmoor,  Gibraltar 
Point,  Laughton  Forest,  Barton-on-Humber,  Lincoln  and  Riseholme.  Passage: 
Donna  Nook,  Apr.  25th;  up  to  3,  Oct.  Theddlethorpe,  3,  Oct.  7th;  2,  Nov. 
3rd  and  1,  18th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Mar.  25th;  2,  Apr.  14th;  June  10th,  an 
unusual  date;  1  —  2,  Oct.  and  Nov. 

Linnet.  (B). 

Twite.  Max:  Gibraltar  Point,  350,  Feb.  25th.  Witham  Mouth,  400,  Nov.  11th. 
Welland  Mouth,  720,  Jan.  21st;  550,  Nov.  11th.  Gedney,  560,  Feb.  18th. 
Terrington,  2,600,  Feb.  18th;  520,  Nov.  11th. 

Redpoll.  (B). 

Serin.***  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  5th  (SL).  The  fifth  county  record. 

Bullfinch.  (B). 

Crossbill.*  Laughton  Forest,  up  to  7,  Mar.  11th  to  May  6th.  Twigmoor, 
Feb.  10th  to  Apr.  17th,  Max:  30,  Mar.  31st.  Gibraltar  Point,  Aug.  3rd. 

Chaffinch.  (B). 

Brambling.  Max:  Twigmoor,  400,  Mar.  31st  and  Nov.  10th.  Laughton 
Forest,  400,  Apr.  8th. 

Corn  Bunting.  (B). 

Yellowhammer.  (B). 

Ortolan  Bunting.**  Donna  Nook,  May  9th  and  June  2nd  (SL). 

Reed  Bunting.  (B). 

Lapland  Bunting.*  Donna  Nook,  Sept.  15th  to  Nov.  29th.  Max:  7,  Nov. 
14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  Feb.  25th;  Nov.  9th.  Frampton,  5,  Nov.  11th. 
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Snow  Bunting.*  Inland:  Trent  Falls,  2,  Nov.  14th;  Dec.  3rd.  Goxhill,  9,  Jan. 
1st.  Covenham  Res.,  up  to  3,  Jan.  and  Feb.;  Dec.  24th.  Gosberton,  Nov.  25th. 
Max:  Donna  Nook,  300,  Nov.  13th —  17th.  Gibraltar  Point,  50,  Dec.  9th. 

House  Sparrow.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  1,000  north,  Oct.  20th;  600  north, 
Nov.  14th.  Gibraltar  Point,  500,  Nov.  2nd. 

Tree  Sparrow.  (B).  Max:  Donna  Nook,  350,  Oct.  25th. 

K.  Atkin. 


EXTREME  DATES  OF  SOME  COMMON  MIGRANTS 


Jack  Snipe 
Whimbrel 

Common  Sandpiper 

Greenshank 

Arctic  Skua 

Common  Tern 

Arctic  Tern 

Little  Tern 

Sandwich  Tern 

Turtle  Dove 

Cuckoo 

Swift 

Swallow 

House  Martin 

Sand  Martin 

Hooded  Grow 

Fieldfare 

Redwing 

Wheatear 

Whinchat 

Redstart 

Grasshopper  Warbler 
Reed  Warbler 
Sedge  Warbler 
Blackcap 
Garden  Warbler 
Whitethroat 
Lesser  Whitethroat 
Willow  Warbler 
Chiffchaff 
Spotted  Flycatcher 
Pied  Flycatcher 
Tree  Pipit 
Yellow  Wagtail 
Twite 
Brambling 
Snow  Bunting 


to  May  19th  and  from  September  24th. 
from  March  17th  to  October  14th. 
from  April  28th  to  October  17th. 
from  April  15th  to  December  8th. 
from  May  4th  to  December  9th. 
from  April  24th  to  October  21st. 
from  April  27th  to  September  21st. 
from  April  22nd  to  September  30th. 
from  April  17th  to  October  12th. 
from  April  21st  to  October  10th. 
from  April  20th  to  September  12th. 
from  May  4th  to  September  15th. 
from  April  16th  to  November  4th. 
from  April  24th  to  October  30th. 
from  March  29th  to  October  20th. 
to  April  26th  and  from  October  10th. 
to  May  4th  and  from  August  13th. 
to  May  14th  and  from  September  15th. 
from  March  23rd  to  October  19th. 
from  April  29th  to  October  28th. 
from  April  23rd  to  November  4th. 
from  April  20th  to  September  9th. 
from  May  5th  to  October  7th. 
from  April  25th  to  October  1st. 
from  March  25th  to  November  28th. 
from  May  7th  to  October  24th. 
from  April  25th  to  October  7th. 
from  May  6th  to  October  4th. 
from  April  8th  to  September  16th. 
from  March  25th  to  October  25th. 
from  May  6th  to  November  20th. 
from  April  23rd  to  October  9th. 
from  April  15th  to  October  5th. 
from  April  22nd  to  October  6th. 
to  March  27th  and  from  September  29th. 
to  April  28th  and  from  September  22nd. 
to  March  1st  and  from  September  10th. 

B.  M.  Chapman. 
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The  following  have  contributed 

to  observations: 

D.  Adkins 

C.  Hancock 

N.  Parker 

M.  Alexander 

J.  Harriman 

J.  M.  C.  Parry 

J.  Andrews 

D.  Harrison 

G.  R.  Paul 

*K.  Atkin 

K.  Harrison 

D.  E.  Payne 

*D.  Balderson 

P.  Hayman 

K.  Payne 

T.  Barnatt 

P.  Haywood 

K.  W.  Pearson 

J.  M.  Bayldon 

A.  Heath 

*R.  Pearson 

A.  Bell 

R.  H.  Higgins 

*W.  M.  Peet 

V.  Bell 

D.  C.  Hodgson 

A.  J.  Prater 

C.  Bibby 

A.  Hodson 

B.  Redman 

*A.  C.  Blackburn 

W.  Hoff 

E.  J.  Redshaw 

B.  Bort 

M.  W.  Hogg 

A.  Reese 

C.  I.  Bort 

R.  H.  Hogg 

D.  J.  Richar 

S.  Van  den  Boss 

P.  Holden 

G.  M.  Roberts 

N.  Bradbury 

M.  Hopper 

J.  Robinson 

G.  Broom 

T.  Inskipp 

K.  Robinson 

R.  Bromilow 

J.  Jaines 

R.S.P.B. 

*G.  K.  Brown 

B.  W.  Jarvis 

D.I.  Sales 

*B.T.O. 

*R.  M.  Jones 

Scunthorpe  Museum 

D.  Book 

*L.  Kearsley 

Society 

D.  Budworth 

N.  Kearsley 

J.  Seymour 

P.  Burnham 

T.  Kerry 

*G.  P.  Shaw 

F.  Butwight 

B.  Kettle 

S.  Slinn 

C.  J.  Cadbury 

R.  Kisby 

A.  E.  Smith 

Cambridge  Bird  Club 

G.  F.  Leachman 

*F.  Stewart 

G.  Catley 

B.  A.  Leaton 

N.  R.  Stocks 

B.  Chapman 

D.  Lloyd 

G.  Thomas 

M.  L.  Chapman 

*R.  Lorand 

A.  D.  Townsend 

*Cleethorpes  Ringing 

*S.  Lorand 

C.  Turner 

Group 

V.  Lorand 

J.  T.  Turner 

E.  Clipson 

E.  J.  Mackrill 

J.  Upton 

B.  Cobbold 

B.  Manton 

N.  Upton 

*R.  V.  Collier 

F.  McClelland 

A.  E.  Vine 

E.  Collins 

*C.  J.  Mead 

R.  B.  Walker 

*W.  A.  Cook 

M.  Mellor 

*T.  Walker 

J.  Day 

P.  Millman 

W.  Walker 

*J.  A.  East 

*C.  D.  T.  Minton 

J.  Walton 

*J.  Eastmead 

J.  L.  Moore 

*Wash  Wader  Ringing 

F.  Evans 

E.  Morgan 

Group 

G.  H.  Evans 

R.  A.  Morgan 

P.  N.  Watts 

Dr.  Fahy 

A.  Morrison 

P.  Weston 

M.  Frettingham 

C.  Morrison 

*R.  B.  Wilkinson 

*Gibraltar  Point  B.O. 

J.  A.  W.  Moyes 

*P.  J.  Wilson 

M.  Giles 

*A.  Needham 

W.  Woloschin 

T.  Gill 

M.  Nicholson 

P.  Woodcock 

H.  Ginn 

*R.  K.  Norman 

G.  Woollen 

N.  Goom 

C.  L.  Ottaway 

D.  Wright 

A.  Grieve 

P.  Hammerton 

*A.  G.  Parker 

P.  Wytcherly 

(*denotes  that  observers  have  contributed  records  to  the  Ringing  Report). 
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